
been mailt) for the embellishment of Uie national capital
More than twenty-four millions of dollar- hare already
been expended from the tteusurr ftrr pit Idle building* and
other purposes, and improvements are now in progress,
to complete which large additional amounts will be
required. In addition to the public buildings, the United
htates still retain* divers lots, squares, and reservations
in the city of Washington, which, ut the assessed value,
ure worth 41ji, 293 3b Under such oircuiustauros,
the people of the whole country must ever feel a deep
and abiding interest in the prosperity and progress of their
met" opolls

With a view to the good governuieut of the people of
the District of Columbia, Congress, at an early day, reenactedthe laws of Maryland then in torcc, and it has
ainoe, as occasion seemed to require, passed otliers for
their benefit, and provided the means necessary tor their
enforcement. As regards the cities of Ucorgetuwu and
Washington, the inhabitants have also, by special unaotIincuts, been authorised to provid' for all mutters of basal
interest within their respective limits, 'lire corporate authoritiesof each have been invested with full and unrestrictedpower to levy ami collect taxes, and to expend
the same in any manner which, in their judgment, may

I conduce to the health ami Improvement of their cities,
and the general good and prosperity of thepeople thereof.
The oast legislation ol Conirruss lias issm examined

with »ome cure, to a*vrtain, il powrible, whether any
fixed or determinate line of iiof.cy I not «-v< beeu adopted
in reference to objects of appropriation within the city of
Washiugton what class of improvements Congress has
indcrlakeii to make, and what lias been left for the city
Hut the search has beeu in vain, or, rattier, Congress has
from time to time made appropriations for almost every
conceivable object. Public stpiarus and open g|Mices have
lieon enclosed nnd improved, streets anil avenues have
lieen graded and paved, lamps have heeu lighted along
theur and are still kept burning, shade trees throughout
the city have been planted and protected, sewers and
drains have beeu constructed and kept open, a polico
force hits been maintained under tho control of the Mayor
of the city, the |*>rtion of the City Hall in whicli tlie circuitand district courts are hold lias been paid for, the
jail, the [icnitentiary, the infirmary, several enginehouses,and the armory have been built, anil tho bridges
across the Potomac and Kantern Branch have boon erected
and are still kept up by appropriations from the Treasury
of tho United States. With this record of jwist legislation,it is hut natural that the people of tho city should
turn their eyes to Congress, and not to the city authorities,when any appropriation is needed or desired for additionalimprovements of a public character. Hence,
petitions have been presented representing the various
wants of the city, and concluding with the request, that
la the regular annual estimates required to lie laid before
Congress, item, may lie included for enclosing and improvingKi ank I in square and the triangular spares along
Pennsylvania avenue, tho opening of certain streets, the
extension of tho City Hall for tho accommodation of the
criminal court, tho erection of a more secure and commodiousjail, and various other objects. I have not, howevor,felt at liberty to comply with these requests, but
have restricted tho estimates for the next fiscal year to
tho actual requirements of existing laws, and to those
usual and regular unnroririatious which have annuallv re-
ceivcd the sanction and approval of Congress. Yet I am
satisfied that if some definite understanding could be
reached, by which the coiporate authorities could know
what expenditures they are expected to make, and what
fairly and justly devolve upon the general government,
the future prosperity and improvement of the city would
be greatly promoted.
The subject is environed with Difficulties ; but still, for

nil practical purposes, Congress could, if so disposed,
adopt some intelligible line of policy, which would save
the representatives of the people from those claimants
which are so often made, of their neglect in respect to
these matters. The squares and opou spaces belong to
the United States. The city authorities have never been
empowered to enter upon and improve them without the
oonseut of the President or Congress. As tliey are the
property of the govcrmneut, any improvements made
upon them will, of course, iuuro to its beuelit.; consequently,they 6hould be paid for by it; and, aB soon as
the condition of tire treasury will admit of the expenditure,1 recommend that they all bo enclosed and handsomelyimproved. On the contrary, the opening of
streets and avenues, grading, paving, and lighting the
same, the constructing of sewers und drains, the erection
of murkets, the support of a police, and whatever maybe necessary for tire health and cleanliness of the city,properly belong to tire city authorities, and the expenses
growing out of them should be raised by taxation in the
usual manner. Whether the government, as a propertyholder, Blrould contribute to these cuds in proportion to
its interest in tho city, is a question which addresses
itself exclusively to the discretion of the national legislature.
The addition to the City Hall for tho accommodation

of the criminal court, and the erection of a new jail, arc
subjects which commend themselves to the attention of
Congress. Such buildings are usually erected by the
]>eople of the locality for whose convenience they are required,and in th« present instance they are the best
judges of the necessity for additional accommodations.
There is, however, at present no means by which the
views of tho people of tho entire District can be token in
reference to these matters, nor, indeed, for raising bytaxation the uinouut required for the improvements suggested,should Congress direct them to be made at theii
expense. Under these circumstances, therefore, the improvements,if made, should be made at tho expense of the
general government; or a law should bo passed creating
u court or tribunal clothed with power to levy the uoocasarytaxes on the whole District to meet the ex[>en8e, as
it would ho manifestly unjust to require the people ofWuaHinirfnn 11

w Viw*In* uic bUbllU urab U1 UI»JUClb uquilliyused by and useful to the people of Uoorgctown and those
living outside the limits of either city.The third annual report of the board of visitors of the
government hospital for the insane, and the rc|>ort of
the superintendent of that institution, who also acta as
architectural superintendent and disbursing agent in the
construction ofthe odilice, arc herewith communicated. At
the beginning of the last fiscal year.July 1, 1857.there
remained in tiia hospital one hundred and ten patients.During that year forty-three were admitted, and thirtysixdischarged, leaving, on the 1st of July, 1858, one
hundred and seventeen inmates. Of the whole number
remaining and admitted into tiic institution during that
year.namely, one hundred and lifty-threo.twenty-seven
wore from the ariny, thirteen from the navy, one hundredand eleven from civil life, and two from the Soldiers'
Home. Of those, one hundred and thirty-two werewhlto and twenty-one colored. Twelve were independent
or pay patients.

This institution was established by act of Congress, in
1855, and its objects were avowed to be "the most humanscare and enlightened curative treatment of the insaneof tlie army and navy of the United Ktntcs, and of
the District of Columbia." Plans for the buildings had
previously been approved by the Executive, and Congress
iinn iciA<gui«:u mm sanctioned mem ; nrst, liy an approprint-ion of ono hundred and ten thousand seven hundred
and twenty-one dollars for the erection of tire first four
sections of the building, and, afterwards, by anmppmpriatiouof one hundred and thirty-eight thousand six
hundred and seventy-three dollars, for the erection of tire
centre and three sections of the wings, The first four
sections have been completed, furnished, and occupied for
nearly four years. The appropriation for the centre will
be sufficient to compicto that portion of the building ;and an estimate is now submitted for furnishing it. The
completion of the whole building, according to the designoriginally adopted and approved, will require a furtherappropriation of seventy-six thousand one hundred
and eleven dollars. To arrest the work at this time would
bo followed by some sacrifices, if the plan is ever to
be oArrled out, and, for the present, prevent the necessa
ry permanent improvement of the grounds around the
establishment. Privacy and freedom from intrusion are
important elements in the curative treatment of the un«,fortunate patients ; and these can never be attained to
any satisfactory extent while the erection of the buildingis in progress ; and to secure tiie objects of the institution,as it is now absolutely necessary to occupy the
portions already completed, the workmen should ho excludedas soon as possible. The superintendent has
shown in the jsist such energy, economy, anil efficiencyin pressing the work to completion, as well as in the dischargeof all the duties of his position, as entitle him to
your confidence. The edifice, when completed, witli allits conveniences and appliance's, will lie a model of itskind, and will relloctthe highest credit upon the humanead liberal policy of the government.

It i« gratifying to find, from the aunual report of thepresident of the Columbia Institution for the instructionof file deaf and dumb and the blind, herewith transmitted,that Its present condition is much more prosperousthan it was one year ago. With the additional aid ofthree thousand dollars, granted by Congress nt its last
session, the debt- which then burdened it has been paid,and the maintenance and tuition of its pupils fullv m
iireil. During the year ending the ,'toth <~>f Jim. 'lest.,there were In the institution eighteen pupils, twelve of
whoui were unite and si* blind The receipts for the
wtine period amounted to $6,51.'t 2f>, of which $5,125 73
were contributed by the government; $2,125 76, under
the »ct of February 1(5, 1857, for "maintenance and tuitiontherein," being at the rate of one hundred and fiftydollar* per annum for eneli pupil admitted upon the order

of ttiiB depuiUnent and $3,Otto under the actut May 28,
1863, "lor the puymerit of salaries and incidental oxpenmmof said institution." Tin: disbursements amounted
to$fi,19.'i 88, leaving u balance on hand at the com-
rneaccincut of tlie present lineal year.
The management and present condition of the peuiten-

tiury will be understood from the accompanying report of
the board of iuspwtors, and those of the warden, clerk,
phybiciau, chaplain, and matron of the iustitutiou. Tin
number of convicts at the clone of the year ending Hep
tember 30, 1857, wan 76 On tlie 30th of September,
1858, the namber was 108 06 white and 41 colored
'i'ho lim|M'ctorn are of opinion that they have at length
succeeded in effecting an arrangement by which the l«tl»>i
of the couvictti will be made to pay tin: oust of their malatenancc,thus relieving the governuieut of all charge* for
that purjH»ne. If the system, adopted with that view,
should accomplish this much, a great improvement upon
the past will have heen gained. A fair trial shall, at all
event*, lie made, in order to te*t Its practicability, and,
under the guidance of our intelligent bouulof inspectors,
1 have every confidence in it* success

WAGON KOAIIS

'Ilie wagon-roods placed under the direction of this de-
partuienl have all been located, and for the most part con-
strucU.il There is a material improvement of the nuw
over the old routes Complete reports from Home of the
superintendents hare already been received ; the other*
are in conive of preparation. As noon an they tire all com
piuted and received they will be communicated to Congress.It in confidctiUy exported that these reporta will
iiubody much interesting and useful information in regardto the reaped!ve routes, mid the extensive regions
through which they pas*.

Under the act a[>proved June 5, 1858, authorizing a

survey of the boundary line between tho State of Texan
and the territories of the United States, an effective commissiouwas organized and directud to co-operate with
such agents an might Ire selected by the authorities of
Texas. The joiut commission was expected to leave Kan
Antonio curly in November for the iuitiul joint of tlieir
operations on like Kin Grande.

rtni.u; DOCUMKNTH.

Ity a resolution iwiopted on tho 20th of Mnreh, 18.18,
Congress so far amended the joint resolution adopted January28, 1857, "respecting the distribution of certain
public documents," us to increase the number to tie
placed at tiro disposal of this department to three bundledand fifty copies of each document printed by order
of either brunch of Congress, and to direct the distributionthereof to be made to such colleges and other institutionsnamed in tho resolution referred to, as should be
designated by "the representative in Congress from each
congressional district, and by tire delegate from each Territoryin the United States."

This provision of law relieves the department from the
responsibility of selecting Die institutions to which the
books urc to be sent, and limits its duty to the veiy simpleoperations of receiving tho documents, distributing
so many as can be equally apportioned to tho several
congressional districts and institutions untitled to receive
them, and retaining tiie remainder subject to such future
disposition us Congress may direct to be made of tlieiu.

From the commencement of tire present Congress there
will remain, after supplying one institution in each congressionaldistrict, and such other public libraries as arc
entitled to receive tho liooks under special acts of Congress,with one set of documents, a suplus of one hundredand seven sets for tire distribution of which fmthcr
legislation will be required.
Under the resolution, as originally passed, there should

have been placed at the disposal of this department two
hundred and thirty seven sets of books, as follows
From the Department of State, 187 sets.
From the Library of Congress, 50 sets.
i nunc iiunt iue duiu; rreparuuoni nave boon supplied,and the librarian has furnished those required froui him

to make up the number to which the depaitment is entitledfor tho 3-lth Congress, with the exception of twentycopies of "ISeuate miscellaneous documents," and twenty
copies of "Senate documents," vol. 18, of the 1st and
2d sessions. An effort is being made to secure these volumesfrom other sources, with fair prospects of success.
The number of institutions entitled to receive these

documents is at present two hundred and forty-three,being six more than can be supplied by this department
under the resolution originally passed, even if tho whole
number therein provided for shall be placed at its disposal.ITrese six, however, can each be supplied with a
full and complete set of the House documents, uumber
ing tlfty-four volumes, aud including nearly all of the
more valuable publications made by order of the 34th
Cougress.
Up to the present time two hundred and ten completesets (each containing one hundred and three volumes) of

the documents of the 34th Congress have been distributed,and seven perfect sets rciuuin on hand, in additionto this we have twenty sets complete, lacking two
volumes each. All the demands thus far made iqion the
department for these books have been met; but it will
bo impossible, with the means now on hand, fully to executethe law so far as relates to the documents of the
lust Congress, unless the missing volumes above referred
to bo obtained.
Tho librarian of Congress was directed by the resolutionof tho 28th January, 1857, also to transfer to this

department the tifty additional copies of the documents
printed by order of either house, "for the purpose of exchangein foreign countries," under the resolution of
July 20, IH40, and the. fifty copies of "the public journalsand documents of the House of Representatives," directedby resolution of April 30, 1844, "to Ire deposited in
the library of Congress," and a list of the books thus receivedis herewith submitted. These are in broken sets,
and some of them in s, damaged condition, owing, as 1
a:n Informed by tho librarian, to the tire which some
years since destroyed the congressional library, and the
insecure manner in which they have since been keptThey are rvmscqiiently of but little value yet it is recommendedthat some provision be made for their distribution,that the space occupied by them may l>o used for
other and more useful purposes.

CKKSI'S.
Tho constitution provides that tho actual enumeration

of the inhabitants of tho United States Rhall he taken at
periods of every ten years, in such manner as shall bo
directed by law. Tho near approach of the period for
taking the eighth census makes it incumbent upon Congressat this session to provide the means necessary for
the commencement of the work.
The law approved May 23, 1850, providing for takingthe seventh census, was drawn with great care, and it requiresthat if no other law shall bo passed prior to tho

liist day of January, 1H(»0, superseding it, the Secretaryof the Interior shall proceed to take the eighth census (toenailingto lis provisions. The plan of the last census
was devised by a census board of eminent men, uiul was
tho result of unusual preparation. It was reported to, and
adopted by, Congress after the most searching scrutinyand careful amendment, and presented no feature
which interposed any obstacle to its easy execution. Its
schedules were full and comprehensive ; by them, we
not only ascertained the number and character of our
population, and the condition of agriculture, manufactures,and trade, liut they also embraced within their
"co|>c the examination of many moral and social facts,illustrative of the Intelligence, prosperity, and happine.-sof tho people ; tho duration of life, and the causes of
death. The value of these developments will lie greatlyenhanced by such uniformity in tuturo censuses as will
enable us to institute comparisons and exactly determine
our progress, without which tho results lose most of their
signlflcanoe and interest. Although tho greatest precautionsmay have been exercised, it wim impossible to execute
m> great a work for the lirst time without some imjierfcc-
uuiih, which 1110 experience of the past, it. in hoped, will
enable tlio department t<> prevent in tlio future. To
change the schedules, or to enlarge or multiply them,
will but tend to embarrass our officers, and throw suspicionupon the accuracy of tlio information obtained.
With these views I cannot do otherwise than recommend
adherence to the law of May 23, 1850, in the belief that
a census taken in accordance with its provisions will affordthe greatest amount of accurate information, and
prove inost satisfactory to the country.

Tlio census of the Territory of Minnesota which Congress,by act of February 20, 1857, directed to lie taken
under the supervision of this department, was not finallyreturned until tlio 23d of July lost. Many cause*, inseparablyincident to the prosecution of such a work In a
new country, combined to produce this delay. The facts
returned by the local officer* have since been classified
and arranged in tilts department. The most prominont of
these may be briefly stated as follows :

Ormut nf Mirwrxin, $f]<tnnt>er 21, 1857. I
White males. . 87,31)5
White females 62,426
Colored males .... lit
Colored females 128
Aggregate |»opiilat.ioii 150,0112 j (Nnmlier of families 32,696
Native voters ............... 26,737
Naturalised voters 22,393
The digest of the statistics of manufactures, according

Mt uiu icvurnH 01 im- nevenin renaim, which CongrcHH, at
the hi t n sninii, directed to l«i completed, in in a ntnte of
forwardno*R, ami the name will be communicated to Con-
gveiM nt on early day. Care ha» lwen taken to employ

upon it those who, front previous experience, were eon
versant with the subject, ami accustomed to the duties
which the peculiar character of the work required ami
it ie believed that the results shown will not only prove
highly iutereetiug in themselves, hut will also tend to
facilitate future investigations iu reforeuoe to this branch
of statistics, lire results thus far ascertained are as follows:

Manufitdurt* of Ik* United State* I860.
Capital r- . $000,01X1,000
(Just of labor and raw matciurl.773,000,000
Value of products - 1,000,000,000

JODICIAHr.

The experience of the past year leads me again to rec
ornmend tire amendureut of the laws regulating the corn
penaution of thi^ Uuitcd States district attorneys, marshals,and clerks of courts, in older to render the importantbranch of the service with which they arc connectedmore harmonious and efficient.

Modifications in other icspects could likewise be made
witli great adwlntugc, but as they were so fully indicated
in my last report, 1 deem it only ueccbsury ou this occasionto refer thereto.

Notwithstanding tiie steady growth of the country.
ami tliu consequent regular increase of business in the
courts, tliu expenses of the judiciary for the best year
were somewhat lens than they hail previously bceu, and
a considerable balance of the appropriation for thin objectremained uncx|iciidc<i on the .'JUtii June lost. Yet,
owing to the contingent nature of many of the account*
chargeable to thin fund, 1 have not decmod it wise to reducethe egLimate for the next fiscal year. Hut if, by the
[iraetice of proper oooooiny, the expenses of the present
year should not exceed thoge of the last, ami it ig hoped
they will not, it ig respectfully suggested that the departiuciitbe authorised to npply go much of the uncxpeiidedbalance an may remain on hand at the close of
the year, ag may be neceggary to tho purchase of the
building leased by it, in the city of New York, fur court
purposes. At present, we arc paying for the use of this
building $1(1,000 per annum, with tliu privilege of buyingit, within three years, for the sunt of 9213,000.
For many ygarg the United StatcH courts for the southerndistrict of New Yoik, were held in the City lLu.11 belongingto the city of New York and rooms procured in

different |<arts of the city for the uac of the judges anil
other ofHcorg, at an aggregate animal rout of from $12,(iOt),to $22,500. During tho lust year, the city authoritiesnotified the department that it must obtain other
other accommodations, and thereupon immediate steps
were taken by it to that end. After the most careful examinationof the various buildings offered for our use,
that known as Burton's Theatre, on Chambers street,
was selected as the most eligible ; and with the advice of
the judges, district attorney and marshal, it was leased
for five years, with the privilege of retaining it ten years
longer, if desired, at the rate already mentioned. Such
changes have been made as were necessary to adapt the
building to our puriioses, involving an additional expense
uf about twenty-live thousand dollars, including cost of
i'uriiituro.

In Hi is great commercial metropolis a vast and con

star.tiy increasing amount of business must continue to
be brought before the United States courts for adjudication,and if in any portion of the country it be expedient
for the government to erect or purchase a building for the
accommodation of its courts, it is eminently proper for it
to do boat that point. The district court continues in
session, w\th slight interruptions, during the entire year,
and the circuit court quite one-third of it, and the cases
in each involve varied and extensive interests. The build
ing leased is »f sufficient size to occoiumodsto both, with
all their officer*, and it is well located and of easy access
to those having business therewith.

In this connexion it may be stated that the purchase,
contemplated in the act of 4th May last, of the ''Ma
sonic Temple," in'.be city of Boston, for the use of tire
United States courts "or the district of Massachusetts, lias
been completed, and the building thus secured, when
properly litted up, will, it is believed, afford ample accommodationsof the most satisfactory character. The
property is well located, end it has been procured at a
fair price.

PATKNT OFFICE.

The operations of the I'aUnt Office furnish the most
gratifying proofs of our. progriss as a people in all the
useful urts of civilized life. Tic rewards whioli genius
here secures revive the hearts and strengthen the resolutionof the inventors of our country, who have already
accomplished so much for its reputation and prosperity.
The ability, industry, and efficiency with which the < oiuplicatedduties of this office have been niot and disposed
of deserve your favorable consideration. Although the
business is exceedingly heavy, yet I have heard no complaintof delay in its despatch.
The commercial revulsion of 1857 was severely felt in

the operations of this bureau, especially during the last
quarter of that and the first quarter of the current year.
* reaction, liowever, soon followed, and the records now
stiow a healthy and prosperous condition of affairs.
The income of the office for the three quarters ending

September 30, 1858, was $150,083 01. It* expenditures
during the same period umounted to $144,133 47, allowinga surplus of revenue over expenditure of $0,550 44
against an excess of expenditure over the receipts of $2,-
.>;<> in mi mic corresponding quarters 01 isoi.
" From the 1st'of January to the 30th of Beptcnilier,
1858, four thousand and ninety-one applications for latent*were received, and nix hundred and ninety-nix caveat*tiled, against four thousand and ninety-five application*for patent* and eight hundred and twenty
caveat* for the corresponding quarter* of lost year. On
ring the *ame period, two thuu*and eight hundred and
*i\tecu patents wore i*sued, fifteen extension* of old latent*granted, and twelvo hundred and fifty-six application*rejected.

Certain changes and modifications of the law* regulatingthe administration of this bureau were recommended
to the favorable consideration of Congress in my last annualreport. The experience of another year lias strengthenedthe conviction then expressed, that the efficiency of
the service require* that the inoililicatious then suggested,or something equivalent thereto, should be adopted.
Indeed, I am prepared to go further, ami recommend the
establishment of a board of appeal in addition to the presentforce of the office.
The establishment of such a hoard would restore to

their respective classes the three examiner*, now almost
exclusively engaged in hearing appeals. At present the
overwhelming pressure of the business of the oflioo compelsthe examiners to dispose of cases hurriedly and unsatisfactorily,if not superfloially. With the proposed
addition to the examining cor|is, a thorough scrutiny of the
claims to novelty which every application presents.a
scrutiny demanded alike by the interests of the inventor
and of the public.will lie secured.
A very slight but just modification of the existing tariff

of fees would enable the oflieo to sustain itself, notwithstandingthe increased expenditure which the proposed
change in its personnel would involve. The policy of
keeping the expenditures of the bureau within its revenue*i* approved, and has heretofore been rigidly maintained,and for this reason greater confidence is felt in an

appeal to Congress for liberal and favorable legislation in
its behalf. .

The subject of agriculture appeals to occupy an increasedshare of public attention, and every new fact in
relation to the productions of the earth i* received with
favor by the country. The agricultural division of the
Patent Oflieo may justly claim that it has contributed
more than any other agency in exciting the interest thus
manifested, iiy means of tho appropriations made from
year to year "for tlie collection of agricultural statistics,
investigations for promoting agricultural and rural economy,and the procurement and distribution of cuttings
and seeds," great material advancement has already been
effected ; and, though inucli remains to be done, tlie advantageto the country from these expenditures enimot.
lie too highly estimated. A few years ago science had
done comparatively little for tlio farmer the modes of
cultivation wore careless and without system ; the componentelements of the soil ami of many valuable fertiliserswejp not understood, and costly manures were generallyapplied without knowledge, and often without
benefit; and improvements by means of the introduction
of superior seeds and cuttings were dependent upon the
feeble anil variable exertion of individual enterpri-o. It
was then that tho Patent Office, in obedience to the expressedwishes of the national legislature, entered upon the
execution of its utilitarian plans, including investigations
into the character of soils, the peculiarities of different climates,and tho collection of accurate information in regard
to the suitableness of the several divisions of the country for
tho propagation of desirable plants and animals. A
great mass of facts lias been oolleetad, collated, published,
and scattered broadcast, among the people, together witli
improved needs and new plants, anil directions as to the
Itest modes of cultivation. The public attention has
IIIus Iwen awakened and arrested agricultural societies'
have sprung into existence in every State, and nlmi>st
every county over the whole country ; men of science
I»fi v. I won In.I.......I I....U ... I I... I

kindred Rubjei Is, and thus shod n flmxi of Jigbt. upon nil
tho proopMwx of nature in the vegetable production* of
khe earth And the economy of nniinnl life; public fair*
have lxecii encouraged, Anil competition in every branch
af Agricultural industry fostered by awards of premium*
to tire most nueowwful ; newspaper* and inagnr.ines devot
d to agriculture in all it* branch** have been established,

and seed* have become an article of merchandise iu uluiuaievery village and prolewmrsliip- In our colleges
have been Insulated tvilli the view of impressing upon
the young student the advantages of scientific kuowl
edge in its npplii.iitlou to production.
Among the jrrimury advantages of this official agency

muy he enumerated uniformity of method, concurrence
of action, and the communication of results to a commoncentre tor coiu|*iri*ou and elaboration and subsuijiientjudicious jiubiicntlon. Although it may be admittedthat experiments have boon made, and soC'ls distributed,which have proved of little profit, yet, in n

country possessed of ho great u variety of soil and climate,it was wine to essay tlte pio|)agatiou of every plant
affording any hope of usefulness, eajiocially uh each auoccaswould more than cumpeniiate for all tire coat ami
trouble attending many instances of failure. A few exampleaof this character may with propriety be bore cited
The apparently waning nngar culture of the United (State*
has been re-invigorated by the introduction of rattoous
of new variutiee from Demarara and t'aracca*. 'lire succc8hattending the culture of tlio Chinese KUgar enne iu
Die southern, middle, and western States has lieen greatlyaugmented, fully equalling all that was aiitici|>utcd
from it. It is lielicved that not less than a hundred thousandacres have this year been devoted to its culture, fi>r
s irup-making and forage for stock, fur both which pur
l>oscs it is generally, if not universally, pronounood admirablyadapted * Of the cereals, the different vaiieties
of wheat and barley, introduced from regions adjacent
to tiie Mediterranean, and from Prance, are highly up-
predated by intelligent farmers. Tlie chnfa, which was

obtained from K|niiu and oxtensivoly distributed, lias been
successfully cultivated, it is believed, in every State in
the Union. From the recent tuialysis of this tuber, its
well as from the testimony of many cultivators, the beliefis warranted that it will prove of groat value, 'l'ho
cork oak, also introduced from Spain, luis found so much
favor that n huge supply of acorns lias lioen ordered.

In conformity with plans for promoting the culture of
tho grape and the manufacture of wine, an effort is in
progress to collect the indigenous vines, and, after a seriesofexperiments, to Induce the cultivation of tho more

approved varieties in their appropriate localities.
It is believed that the effort now making to obtain in

formation in regard to the several varieties of the tea
plant, tho soils and climates best adapted to their growth,
and tho methods pursued in their culture and subsequent
preparation for commerce and consumption, is the most
earnest, and likely to prove the most decisive, that lias
ever been made in this country or in Europe anil it is
hoped that, before tho expiration of another year, a degreeof progress will have been attained in this enterprise
upon which to base an intelligent opinion respecting its
intimate success. In view of the facts, that the importationof the grape Hiid its products, raisins, wine, and
brandy, as shown in tho average of four years ending
witli 1857, involves an annual expenditure of $G,718,2.'I5,
and of tea of $0,(102,984, and that tho domestic produc-
tion, by insuring unadulterated ami cheaper commodities
in commerce, will increase the consumption, it will not
be thought that too much attention is given to these subjects.

Tli" entomologist in this branch of the service has been
stationed in the region of the St. John's river, Florida,
where he is occupied in investigations relative to the insertsinfesting the orange tree and cotton plant, in the
hope of devising means to destroy them or prevent the
injuries they inflict, and in noting all the accidents and
diseases to which this tree and plant are liable, and endeavoringto ascertain the causes thereof and the most
efficient preventives and remedies.
The result of the researches of the chemists during the

past year are recorded in the Report on Agriculture for
1H67. These persons have been employed during the
present year in analyzing tho ash of the tobacco plants
and their soils, as found in Massachusetts, Maryland,
Kentucky, Florida, and tho Island of Cuba. A chemical
examination has also liecn ordered to ascertain the coui1wis!tion of the soils of Fast Florida, peculiarly adapted
to the growth of Sea Island cotton.

In presenting these as a (sirtion of the objects to which
the liberal grants made by Congress for the advancement
of agriculture have Ixien appropriated, I would remark
that, in view of the fact thai ours is emphatically a countryof cheap lands, where every citizen so inclined may
easily become a landed proprietor, and that so large a

proportion of the people arc devoting themselves to the
cultivation of the soil, it cannot lx> considered that the
governnieift. bus acted prodigally or unwisely in attemptingin its legislation to elevate agriculture, so essential to
our wealth and prosjierity as a nation, at least to an

equality with other pursuits.
In closing this report, I take pleasure in commending

to your favorable notice, tho fidelity and promptness with
which tho officers connected with the Department of the
Interior have discharged their respective duties.

1 am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient Bervant,
J. THOMPSON,

Secretary of the Interior.
The PmcsinENT of the United States.

COURT OF CLAIMS.

Djcckmiikr 9, 185N.
Ciidwallader Wallace v». The United States. Mr. Oillet,(lie Solicitor, commenced tho argument in this case

for the United States, and, without concluding, it was
ordered that the court adjourn until Monday next at 12
o'clock, m.

Crimp. anii its CoNSfiquRNOKs..The Buffalo Commercial
Advertiser narrates at length tho criminal career of Harlow('ace. Fourteen yearn ago, (says that paper,) he was
an esteemed citizen hero, holding the place of assistant
postmaster under Mr. Donshcimer, and was for many
year* entrusted with the more iiii|a>rtuul duties of the
oflice. A member of one of the Baptist churches,
upright in every walk of life, married, and the father
of a family, he seemed to lie as linn in the straightforwardpaths of viltue as any other. Kciuoving to Sandusky,Ohio, he received tho appointment of collector of
that port under Mr. Fillmore. Tiie appointment was

o.ie universally approved, and tho numerous friends of
Case, in this eity, were rejoiced at his success in life.
While holding that office he was intimate in tho family of
ii Mr. F., one of Ids assistants. Mrs. F. was young, beautiful.impassioned, and a fatal attachment grew between
the two, which remained unsuspected until tho truth
was made known by the sudden elopement of Case with
Mrs. F., and tho simultaneous discovery that he had abscondedwith government funds to tho uniount of $31,000.From that time forward nearly all trace of the
guilty pair was lost. The family of Case, bereaved and
betrayed, remained hopeless in their grief. Mr. F. engagedin a long but fruitless chase of the fugitives ; and
now from off tho sea come tidings a broken, luilf-told
story of lonely wanderings in a foreign land a full recitalof a never-ceasing remorse, with pitiful and solitary
deaths in far-away islands and on the stormy waters ot
the Indian ocean. Both victims of unhallowed |session
are asleep the mother 111 the groves of Ceylon, tho little
cliihl in the coral forosts of the sen. The betrayer still
wanders the earth.

The "race \veek" at Charleston, N. C., in February,
will ho very brilliant. Messrs. Hunter, of New York;
Doswell, of Virginia, and Hardens, of Tennessee, are

already on tho ground with their stables; the first-named
bringing Nieel**, (by (Jlencoo, out of Nannie blindcs, by
Wagner,) who is claimed to bo tho best four-mile racer in
America.

Christianity was formally reinstalled iu Japan, at (he
residence of Consul General Harris, on Sunday, August 1,
1H5S. Tills was the first time Protestant worship hod
even been held in a kingdom containing a population esnlMiir.l ,mtrn thnu llw.

population of the United States.

The Illinois Central railway company have dosed a
cont ract for the erection of a good, substantial <le|>ot at
Cairo city, the southern terminus of the line. The buildingwill lie of atone and Iron, 250 feet long and 30 wide
one end to lie two stories high, to bo situated on the
aide of the main track.

Tho South Carolina house of representative*, now in
aeaalon, nurnliera 123 members, of whom 43 are planters,
43 lawyers, 11 farmers, 7 physicians, 6 merchants, 7
planters and physicians, 4 planters and lawyers, 1 planter
and merchant, 1 farmer and physician, and 1 mechanic.

Hie Alton Railroad Telegraph Company have laid a
cable beneath the AValmsh at Tcrre Haute, and also one
lieneath tire Mississippi at St. lamia, and so far the continuitycontinues perfect. I>o Santy has no control over
cither.

Much Interest is felt at the West at tho result of tho
trial of speed between the Overland nrid the Tehnnntcpcc
routes, in conveying tho President's message to San
Francisco.

The exorcise of " snow-shoeing" is a favorite Rport in
Montreal in the winter season. A silver cup, tho gift of
Oenernl Sir William Eyre, is to he ooinpoted-for this win-

I Washing ion CI i v.
FRIDAY, DECK >1 IIKK IO. IRAK.

Buaiueii Native.
An the business of Uic ITnioo efttubliehtnent, iu view ol the proposed

change iu tie terms, will be conducted strictly on a cash basin, all
4K4*u« i«mi tor lb** collection of eubecripttmie for the Uuiou ere dun on

tinned No iMtymeutH should In- mad© to AgeuU after Ibis dele, ei
to Mr. W. C. lApHcooih, jr., who u auttioiixed W uutke coIIocuuim*

In lMl*<**re. Maryland, end Virginia.
WAe»ii.\tiro.v, March -.1, 1H5U.~4f.
llie forngolng notice m n<4 iut«aud*»d to Include any agent* or culler

tors that wh now employ or have heretofore employed in thie city, but
ilioee oul> who here rformed such iter vice in olber parte of the
country. Ap 29.If

ENGLAND THE RKI'RESKNTATIVK OF FKKK IN
HTITUTIONK IN EUROPE -THE ANGLO FRENCH
ALLIANCE.

England is the only considerable power in Europe
which maintains a constitutional government. The
entire continent is a fortified cainp.a grand militaryestablishment.which commands sovereign authorityover cubincts, courts, and legislatures.
There is, strictly speaking, no civil administration.
Tlio animating priuoiplo of all government in in the
War OIHeo. These siinplo facts should bo remem-

bored in connexion with tlio Anglo-French allianeo.
Thoy give us the koy to unlock and cxposo the motivesof the two parties, and furnish m at the satno

time with material by which we can judge of the
probable duration of tlio compact. AVe are in this
country deeply interested in understanding the charactorof tlio alliance. Nobody doubts the sentiments
of the Hritish nation upon it. Thoy contemplate no

surrender of their rights.no saerifico of the principlesof constitutional government.no backward
movement looking to tlio disfranchisement of tlio
people. They would have no alliance which could
weaken their power as a free nation. Thoy constitute
the break-water against which tlio surges of military
despotism on (ho Continent may beat in vain.

Strengthened by local fortifications and by a colossal
naval forco always at command, tlio citadel of their
power, after all, is in the judgment and indomitable
will of the people themselves. Thoy are unconquerable;
and their vigilance, watchfulness, and sagacity are

equal to their courage and fidelity to tlio cause of
free government. However much wo may find to
condemn in our great cousins, we have no just right
to suspect them of treachery to the cause of free institutions.They maintain a monarchical system, but
their progress towards popular enfranchisement Iiuh
been Bleady, uniform, and certain ever since tboJ ' it.

great charter was wrested from King John. Then,
what means the Anglo-French alliance? Does it
look to the accomplishment of any purposes inconsistentwith tlio integrity of llie Hritish system of
government? Does it embrace an understanding
that Ircc institutions shall remain quite intact in
England, and elsewhere ho treated an tares in the
political vineyards of (he world? Has England
purchased an oxemption tram assaults upon
herself by agreeing to principles of active interventionelsewhere? Is the decrepid monarchy
of Spain to bo rejuvenated ?.are the broken
columns of Spanish power to bo removed and the
old structure repaired and fortified undor the directionof the great architects and engineers of l'aris?
We cannot believe so. Such a programme would ho
equivalent to the abdication of government in England.The institutions of that country are not old
furniture to lie thus laid away in safe storage. Tim
British navy, so long the mistress of tho sc is, is not
thus to bo dismantled or hidden under the safeguards
of her forts and arsenals. England has not lost her
courage as well as her sagacity. But these are analyticalspeculations only. Time will develop their
justice and their injustice. Meanwhile the American
people have no right to infer that our transatlantic
brethren contemplate the least, tho very least surrenderof tho groat principles of popular rights in
her alliance with tho government of Napoleon. Indeed,if wo were ambitious of tho distinctions
of prophecy, we should say that any attempt on

tho part of Franco to intervene in American affairs
for tho purpose of re-establishing monarchical rule
on this Continent would test tho strength and ultimatelybreak tho back of the Anglo-French alliance.
We can have no political league with England ; but
wo have an industrial connexion with that country
which is more powerful, enduring, and vigorous
than the British constitution itself. This is not the
language of extravagance. It is the simple truth,
of which we aro perpetually notified by the intercourseof the two peoples, and by their thorough
identification in a comprehensive and minute system
of mutual exchange of products, and consequent dependenceone upon tho other. This is our alliance with
England ; and, without expressing a word of distrustof that people, wo aro confident it is one which
will enduro long aficr tho Anglo-French compact
shall have been forgotten even by historical readers.Tho day lias gone by when nations can be long
controlled and governed by tho personal ambitious
schemes of individuals. There is a law now which
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lie executed, hut which, in spite of all obstructions,will find nieaiiH for its own ultimate enforcement.
Those wlu> rulo in Europe ought to feel that,
though they arc Hupremo to-day, their tenures are

110 longer of divine origin, and that the car of revolution,whoso wheels seem so completely blocked, may
again bo sot in motion by the irresistible power of
the popular will. At least, they ought to bo wise
enough not to undertake a system of expansion which
shall attempt to exercise power on this sido of the
water. Wo cannot speak for the London cabinet;
hut wo hold it to bo imposssiblo that the liritiRh people

would ever consent to a movement in their rear,
which, being successful, would place them at the
mercy of the uhaolulistic governments of Europe.

In this part of the world we have no idea of going
backwards. We can see a groat improvement on the
transactions of the last generation, and much mure

upon that period of human existence and governmentwhen Athens ami Sparta put to death tho heraldsof Darius, who cams to demand earth and waterin token of submission "lo the great King." Wo
maintain free institutions.our sovereigns are too
numerous to he objects of curiosity, and our people
are confident not only of their safety but. of their

right to exercise a general supervisory control over

the political concerns of this continent. If this is
done solely with a view of upholding free institutions,and to the utter exclusion of all personal ambitionand advantage, the people of England will never

bo nrmed against us. Except for the rapid and co-

lossnl growth of the United Slates, the British sys-
tern would l>o in dopgor ol overthrow from the antagoninticgovernment* of the Continent. We have
ilono in thin way more for the defence of Kngland than

her twu greet navy and liar MMwat fortification# huv«
done. We have organized an irresistible reserve
which exercises, through its industrial system, a
direct and potent infiuenco upon the people of the
whole world ; and that with a trained ami practised
militia force of a million and a half of uieu ; with #

monopoly of scamen ; a powerful commercial marine; a country full of resource# a people wealthy
and prosper on,, ami a governmeiit willmiit I, ,t

places us upon vantage ground which we trust is
sufficient to exempt us from all intervention from
abroad. All this in really defensive of England.
Tho latter, in comparison with the great governmeritsof the continent, is weak and powerless ; hut
as tho European ropreacntativc of free institutions,
if she is true to her position, fortified hy the United
Slates, she is still invincible.

11

THE
INTERIOR DEPARTMENT.

We lay before the'readers of the Vmoa to-day tiio
elaborate report of Mr. Soerctary Thompson on the
affairs of the Department of the Interior. Tho concornsof this branch of the public service are directlyinteresting to a largo portion of tbu American
people. Wo embraced a recent occasion lo present
some of the leading features of this great departmentof the government, and if there are any who
regard our remarks as at all exaggerated they havo
only to recur to the details of the Secretary's report
to correct tlioir impressions and vindicate tho truth
of what we said. There is no branch of the service
to compare at all, iu tho magnitude, intricacy, and
variety of its operations, witli what is placed in tlm
hands of Mr. Thouijison. Hither of tho four chief
offices under his general charge--the Land, the Pension,tho Patent, and tho Indian.embraces anaiuouut
of important and delicate duties which might well
claim the exclusive attention of the heat intellect in
the country, lint, in addition to those several offices,which are undor tho immediate charge of commissions.gentlemenof the highest qualilicatioiiB and
merit.the Secretary of the Interior is required to

superintend a great varioty of other business of a

troublesome and perplexing nature. Wo have no

time to enter into an analysis of the report, and it is

quite unnecessary to do so, as tho affaire of that departmentalof such absorbing interest that few will
neglect to read the detailed history of it which the
Secretary has so ably rendered.

Tins Jackson Monimfnt at Mutrms. A bust of Gen.
Jacluon, by FTuxuo, is to lie inaugurated at Memphis on

the 8th of January next. lion. JofTensou Davis has hern
invited to deliver an oration, and there will be other up
propriate ceremonies. The bust is to Is-, protected by u

dome, copied as to its plan as nearly as consistent with
architectural taste from that which, at tho Hermitage,
covers tho tomb of General and Mrs. Jackson.

Nkwh rn<»m Pink's Pkak. The St. lauds papers mentionthe arrival there, iu twenty-two days from Pike's
l'enk, of a party of Georgia gold-millers They left the
Georgia mines on the 9th of last February, and arrived
at their destination on the 23<1 of Juno. Since then Ihey
1....... h^nI,. i.,,r ittwl i,tv.uiieetit.fr will, ttn'l
form success. Tliuy are old minor*, having worked for
years, both in California anil Georgia, ami being thoroughlyconversant with mining operations, their'opinion
in regard to the Cherry Creek diggings is entitled to
much consideration. With the present rude implements
at the mines, from three to ton dollars can he cosily made
per day; whim pro|icr maohhicry is introduced, tho
amount will l>e Increased four-fold. 'J'ln; gold is of a

rich (juality, and appears of inexhaustible quantity. The
woods in the vicinity of tins mines abound in all kinds of
game. The soil is highly productive. Coal lias been
found at the hose of the mountains on the l'lattc, in
seams of from one to twelve feet thick.

I'MSOXAL l'AHAGRAPIIS.

Hon. Henry 11. Phillips lias been elected Grand Muster
of tlie order of b'rce llasonsof IVunsvlvunia.

Mr. Coxaelis lias read to the New York publishers his
report connected with tho International Copyright I'nn
gross at Brussels.

Henrietta Polydore, wlio was bronglrt from Utah by
Judge Eckles, in obedience to instructions from our government,sailed for England on Wednesday, in the Africa

(/'apt. Charles If. Harper, wlio died recently at I sods
ville, commanded tho "Guards" of thntcity during their
Mexican campaign, and distinguished himself at Monterey.

llr. Ashbel Smith, who was tlie minister of Texas at
Paris and Iiondon prior to her annexation, has retired from
political life, aiol taken cliarge of a large academy at
Houston.

Gorrit Smith figures that, taking in the expense of tmr
idling, establishing newspapers, feeding pauper tollowini,
Sir.., ids vote for governor at tlio late election cost hint
just four thousand dollars each.

Bishop Early lias returned to his home at Lynchburg!),
Vn., from tlie frontier confluences, in feeble health.
Dining iiis trip lie has travelled some four thousand
miles; no inconsiderable portion of it over tlie wilds on

tlie liacks of Indian ponies, and over prairies where lis'
mud was so deep that it was with difficulty that any
headway could bo made.

Col. Bums and bis brother Willie wore guests at a

dinner yvnty given by Consul Beverly 'Pucker at hirerpoolon tho 22il Oct. The Colonel (writes one who «»
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years of ago ; liis hail is white us snow, and his IimimI
trembles very milch. Ho spoke of his father, of hi»
mother, of Scotland had lived In India nearly thirty
years, never during that time having had a day's Kirk
uess. lie talks of and sings his father's song*, llesnngthe
air which Robert Burns wrote to Ids mother, a very
sweet thing, and "John Anderson my Joe."

Tiik Wakdkrrr..Some of the officers and crew of this
now famous vessel have arrived at Charleston. Hhu i»
now oil'our southern const, and may Isi expected heroin
a few days. Hlie is reported to have lieen left at Brum
wick, Georgia, in charge of ('apt. \V. (!. Gertie, who Invl
obtained a 1 learauec at that jiort. Shu had provioasly
landed further south, after a dashing frolic on the linsvi
Atlantic, and doing, 110 doubt, some naughty things.
She will, however, receive a cheerful and forgiving welcome.She had had a narrow escape before landing from
a galo..CKnrlatrm AViri, 6th.

A proposition to rniso by the 1st of January next
$100,001) as an endowment for Randolph Macon Colleif
has ls.cn so far accomplished that only f0,000 rcinaln t"

lie provided.

Hon. Edward Kvkrrtt ano tbb Nkw York i.mKiin..Inour advertising eolutimsevill bo found the prospectus
of the New York Ledger, which contains all the parties
lars relative to Mr. Everett's engagement to write I"'

that paper. The Louisville Journal, iu speaking of
engagement, says

" The Hon. Edward Everett lias paid over to the Mount
Vernon Association ten thousand dollars, received by W*u
ftoni the editor of the Now York Ledger, in consider#"1"1
of his giving to that paper, throughout the coming y "'

original weekly contributions, imdrr the hciul of "Menu1
Varuon Papers." This, indeed, is such nn arrangement
as no other publisher in the United .States, if i"
world, ever hail the. liberality and boldness to make
Edward Everett is tin: most accomplished scholar n"w

living, mill mi' Know noi wnere to link lor in "i1"'
taste, iiml knowledge, ami gonial, and in jrnuv, I
splendor, III! magnificence of Ihougl.t and dk-ti'>n T1'6 I
fact Hmt n writer like hiiu liaa engaged, at an eitroonli I
nary rate of remuneration, tn contribute regainlv 10 ' I
weekly family new*|mper, must, of course, create in im I
inenM demand for tliat p«|>or overywhere throughout thr I
nation , and when it in known that, in addition to hi" I
splendid contributions, the same paper linn the regit'111 I
service* of twenty or thirty other writer*, each of wh°ni I
linn a national reputation, the aggregate of the *nl"^i,, I
paid out amounting to at least thirty thousand dollar* *

year, ami prnliahly more, aurely the ilemand cannot f*1
to be litendly tremendous. The [/-deer's present riri"'
Jul ion, of nearly half a million, may be expected to ''i*0
rapidly to a million."[.


